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MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.
[FROM OUR LOBBY CORRESPONDENTS.]

The New Session of Parliament opened on Tuesday last
with a remarkably large attendance for an autumn sitting.
Quite a crowd accompanied the Speaker to the Lords to hear
the-Queen's Speech read, and they did not seem at all disap-
pointed that it touched practically on only one subject-the
troubles in South Africa. When the Address in answer to the
Speech was debated in the Commons the benches were
crowded, and there was evidently a good deal of electricity in
the political atmosphere. It lessened after the speeches of
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman and Mr. Balfour, and for a
moment the debate seemed about to close, when Mr. Dillon
intervened with an amendment which occupied the rest of
Tuesday. In the Lords the Prime Minister and Lord Kimber-
ley delivered speeches of great interest.

The Debate on the Address is likely to occupy the remainder
of the week. Mr. Stanhope's amendment criticising the con-
4uct of the negotiations with the Transvaal will not be dis-
posed of before Thursday, and it is possible other amendments
may be put down that will require discussion. Of those
already placed on the notice paper there is one which deals
with the important question of the housing of the poor.

The Business of the Session will be confined to the Military
Estimates and the expenditure necessitated by the outbreak
of hostilities in South Africa. Mr. Balfour carried his resolu-
tion, taking the time of the House on Wednesday, and conse-
quently no private Bills can be introduced, and members not
in the Government will only be able to ventilate grievances
either on the Address or on the Appropriation Bill, or by the
method of questions. This will of course make the, proceed-
ing of much less general interest, but the mind of the House
is so absorbed by the war question that other matters have
little or no chance of attention.

The Length of the Session, as regards the autumn sitting,
is likely to be prolonged some days over the anticipated fort-
night by the mode in which the Government propose to raise
the necessary money for the military operations. The Army
Estimates will be introduced, and the extra money required
up to March 31st voted by the usual procedure of Ways and
Means. This, it is thought, will give greater opportunities
for debate, although there will be no serious opposition to the
Government proposals.

Questions to the number of some three dozen were put upon
the paper at the first sitting. Among the matters raised by
them are the supply of tinned foods and stores for our troops
more especially from our colonies, the stamping out of rabies,
and the action of the Irish Local Government Board in
encouraging dispensary medical officers to take four weeks'
holiday. There is also a question asking the Government
to, extend the Blind and Deaf Education Act to dumb
,ehildren.

OPENING OF THE MEDICAL SCHOOLS.
EDINBURGH.

THE University and Extra-Academical Medical Classes were
opened for the winter session on Tuesday, October 17th. The
custom which prevails so much in the English medical
schools-inviting some notable outside figure to give a formal
ihtroductory address-does not hold in Edinburgh; not only
do, but formal opening orations are more and more coming to
be dispensed with save in the case of new professors, and the
various teachers plunge at once into the serious work of the
session. This mode has certain obvious disadvantages. It
would be a stimulus at the beginning of the session were
atudents oftener to see some of the leaders of the medical
and scientific world, and to hear of their successes and
,failures.

ADDRESS BY PROFESSOR SCHXFER.
The centre of interest on Tuesday last was the induction of

Professor Schiafer to the Clhair of Physiology, and his intro-
ductory lecture. So many wished to see and to hear that the
large class-room of the department was quite inadequate in
space, and an adjournment had to be made to the McEwan
Hall, a unique event. Principal Sir William Muir presided,
and he was accompanied on the rostrum by the Dean of the
Faculty of Medicine (Professor T. R. Fraser), and by almost
all the other medical professors. The fact that they had to
meet in that Hall, said the Principal, was evidence of the
interest which students and graduates felt on this great
occasion.

Professor Schiafer took as the subject of his inaugural
address The Makers of Modern Physiology. He began by
paying a tribute to his predecessor, William Rutherford, as a
distinguished physiologist and an eminent teacher, and spoke
of the loss which the university and the whole scientific
world had sustained by his death in the month of February
last. He sketched his character, his career, and his scientific
work. He then went on to speak of a few of the men who had
laid the foundations of the edifice known by the name of
Physiology. He admitted that the corner stone had been
placed by Harvey, and he did not forget other eminent
men who had done their share of the building, but
he would begin his study with Johannes Muller, who
was professor of physiology in Berlin from I833 to i858,
and who had a true claim to be regarded as the
father of modern physiology in Germany. Of Muller's pupils
and successors who were concerned in laying the foundations
of physiology in Germany, Virchow was still with them, and
he would only mention three others-Karl Ludwig, Du Bois-
Reymond, and Helmholtz. Then there was Claude Bernard
in France. The position of Muller in Germany was taken in
this country by a man no less remarkable-namely, William
Sharpey. The seed that Sharpey first sowed fell on stony
ground. Physiological institutions had been established all
over Germany for many years before physiologists in this
country were regarded as a distinct class of workers. Professor
Schafer gave biographical and other notes of the various men
he alluded to. The pupils of Muller had passed away, while
the immediate disciples of Sharpey were still among them,
and had extended the influence of his teaching into all parts
of the English-speaking world. It was not a little curious that
the whirligig of time had brought back to Edinburgh the
pupil and successor of Sharpey and Burdon Sanderson in
University College, London. Professor Schiafer was enthu-
siastically received.

THE CHAIR OF MEDICINE.
In opening the class of Practice of Physic, Dr. John Wyllie

made kindly and sympathetic reference to the illness of Sir
Thomas Grainger Stewart, and said his recovery had for a
number of weeks been so unbroken and so satisfactory as to
give good ground for the hope that when the summer session
came round it would find him so restored as to be able to
undertake his duties once more without the risk of overtaxing
himself. Dr. Wyllie then explained the course he intended
to give, and made eome general remarks about disease.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUNDEE.
The winter session of University College, Dundee, was for-

mally opened on Wednesday October iith, with an inaugural
address by Professor Marshail in the Chemistry Class Room,
on The Origin of Medicine, which he said was lost in
antiquity, like the origin of man. Both were probably coeval.
There would be pain in primitive man and alleviation would
be attempted. Hence the healing art. Some one in
the community would be more skilful than others, and
he would become the primitive physician. There were those
who thought that animals first suggested medical treatment
to man; but that he doubted, as also the theory that medicine
had a religious origin, because that also required an advanced
stage of civilisation. He referred to the records of medicine
among the Asiatic peoples and the Greeks. He then referred
to the fact that in Dundee they now had for the first time in
the history of the university a completely equipped medical
school, and to re.ent changes in the teaching staff of the Col-
lege, andin its relation with the University of St. Andrews.


